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WELCOME

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the inaugural edition of the
Kleinert Kutz Magazine, featuring articles by our internationally renowned
hand and upper extremity surgeons. As you will read in Dr. Kleinert's
article, he holds dear the principle that if you do something well, you have
an obligation to share that knowledge by teaching others. With this core
belief in mind, we share our experience with you. From our pioneering
work with hand transplant patients to satisfying the needs of those with
warkers’ comp. injuries, our thoughts, research, and achievements are

|Wl't'!\{‘[1|k't| III.I-F yoar I'|.'|‘|{'1'1-I-i'll'|.

Additionally, we are excited to share with you a recent development within
our practice. In January, we announced an innovative partnership, the
Kleinert Kutz Surgery Center in affiliation with Flovd Memorial Hospital
and Health Services. Still located at 1-265 and Grant Line Road, the center's
convenient access hasn't changed. What has changed is that the center now
has the support of a quality, full-service hospital nearby in southern Indiana

for the convenience of our patients with more complex cases

Along with our commitment to provide current patients with convenient,
quality care at a reasonable cost, we continue our scientific research—
breaking through conventional barriers to pursue innovative treatment.
In November 2006, Kleinert Kutz surgeons performed their third hand
transplantation, seven years after their groundbreaking initial success that
established them as world leaders in transplantation. Together with the
Lniversity of Louisville and Jewish Hospital, we are continuing 1o expand
and improve our hand and composite tissue allotransplantation research
programs as well as continuing our ongoing clinical and basic research
through the Kleinert Institute.

Wwith four locations (downtown Louisville, East Louisville, Lexington, and
New Albany, Indiana), we strive to serve the needs of all our patients,
whether they come to us locally, nationally, or from across the globe. Thank
yvou for vour continued support and lovalty, We hope vou enjoy the articles

and mavbe even learn a few things along the way!

Kleinert Kutz
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Hand Surgery
in Louisville

B by Harold E. Kleinert, MD

How hand surgery as a specialty began in Louisville, Kentueky or how [ even became a physician,
was an assortment of fortuitous evenes. | was born and raised on a ranch in Montana, some
11 miles from the nearest town of Sunburst. There was not much medical care available for
hurmans eranimals, My father tended to sick and injured animals, and a neighboring rancher, D,
Thomas Clark, who interestingly received his medical education in his home state of Kentucky,
rreated local people and delivered me in my parents’ ranch house in 1921, He certainly had some
influence on my medical incerest and career decisions, When | started medical school in 1943,
I was honored to receive D Clark’s medical rexebooks, which included aricles such as how o
treat arrow wounds,

I was further inAuenced by one of my father’s ranch hands who said he could el by looking at
my hands that | could be an excellent surgeon some day, Unbeknownst to us at the time, he was
a medical docror trained in Australia (or New Zealand), and 1o me a very charismaric person.
(As an aside, he married the local schoolteacher, who also lived on our ranch, and left 1o open a
medical practice in Sunburst. A few vears later, he and their family car disappeared. | remember
my father having to go to Denver to westify ar his trial for pracricing medicine withour a license—
and bigamy! He was eventually deported from the United Stares.)

My father discouraged me from going to medical school, preferring that [ become a rancher.
Fortunately, my mother supported my decision. After actending a owo-year college in Montana,
our family doctor, who practiced in the bordering small towns of Coures, Alberta and Sweetgrass,
Montana, said | should go to a beteer-knawn, four-year college in arder to be accepted eo medical
schowl, L'sprti:l]l}r since there were no medical schools in either Montana or the surrou nding states
at that time, Cuming West to take phu‘tus of catele rou ndupﬁ and rodeos, a Detroit newWspaper
'phutugmphcr whao xtayf_'d at our ranch house suggcstud the Uniw:rsit}r -::d'-:".'![ichigan. Sinee a great
aunt lived in Caseville, Michigan and could “watch over me” a bit, my father agreed. When it
came time for medical school, [ sought the advice of my Professor of Embryology ar Michigan
regarding which medical school 1o attend. He leaned back in his chair, smiled and said, "Kleinert,
you need a lot of polish, You'd berter go as far East as vou can gal” [ chose Temple University in
Philadelphia, which was about as far East as one could go.

The cardy principles of hand surgery were taught 1o me during my residency in Detroir by Joe
Posch, who had spent three months with Koch, Mason and Allen, and also by one of the most
technically precise and delicate plastic surgeons, William Lange, whose vechniques 1 applied 1o
vascular and hand surgery. Ar the end of residency, one of my research projects was accepred for
presentation at the Centeal Surgical Sociery meeting in Chicago, The presentation went well, and
like many in the audience, ar the afternoon break in the program, | decided o treat myself 1o a
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