
Hands On Research
        Christine M. Kleinert Institute for Hand and Microsurgery

The Composite Tissue Allotransplantation of the Hand Study is continuing to see excellent results. The 
three hand transplant recipients are all doing very well.  Our fi rst hand transplant recipient just celebrated his 
9 year anniversary!  Both the fi rst and second recipients are off all steroids.  There are 2 potential recipients 
on the donor waiting list.

The Journal of Hand Surgery will debut a new Review Section in the July/August 2008 issue.  Dr. Luis 
Scheker has been invited to submit a surgical technique article on DRUJ Prosthetics.   

Dr. Tsu-Min Tsai will present a case study on transfer of the second to the fi rst metatarsal ray following lawn 
mower injury at the 2008 Hand Forum meeting in Newport, RI.

Dr. Paolo Sassu, Hand Surgery Fellow from 2006-2008, completed his senior fellowship in March, 2008.  He 
will be returning to Italy to work as an attending in Hand and Microsurgery at Ospedale Marino di Cagliari, 
located in Cagliari, Sardinia.

2008-09 International Fellows:  Following is a list of the 2008-09 International fellows.
 
Dr. Thomas Giesen - Milan, Italy – Start date: April 1
Dr. Katleen Libberecht – Antwerp, Belgium – Start date:  May 1
Dr. Renato Botelho – Rio de Janeiro, Brazil – Start date:  July 1
Dr. San Mog Lee – Seoul, South Korea – Start date:  July 1
Dr. Tolga Turker – Istanbul, Turkey – Start date: July 1
Dr. James Clarkson – Dundee, United Kingdom – August 1
Dr. Jae Won Yang – Gyeonggi-Do, Korea – September 1

ACGME Interviews
C.M. Kleinert Institute held group interviews for the 2009-10 academic year on January 25-26 and February 
22-23, 2008.  Of the twenty-seven American applicants, twenty are general surgeons, three are orthopedic 
surgeons, and four were plastic surgeons.  CMKI participates in the Combined Musculoskeletal Specialty 
Match which takes place in May, 2008.  We are fortunate to continue to attract extremely talented individuals 
to our program.  Fellows traveled from all over North America to participate in the ACGME match.  
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We continue to attract superb international fellows as well.  Please welcome these candidates as they come 
through the facility. 

Thanks to Lisa Thompson and Sherry Woods for the long hours and hard work put into arranging these 
interviews and for keeping the interview process running smoothly.  
 
Dr. Mike Coffey
We are very pleased to announce that Dr. Coffey, our Research fellow for 2007-08, has accepted a position to do 
research in Orthopedic Surgery at Wright State University in Dayton, OH beginning July, 2008.  Following that 
he will be a PGY2 in Orthopedic Surgery at Wright State. Congratulations to Dr. Coffey and to Wright State 
University on their good fortune in attracting a fi ne individual to their program.  

Educational Programs
Thanks to some hard work on the part of our staff and fellows, the following educational courses have been 
recently offered or will soon be offered: 

March 22: Clinical Electrophysiology of the Upper Limb 
March 26: Wrist Fixation
April 26, 27: Flap Course
April 26: Arthroscopy Workshop

In addition there was a Synthes Cadaver lab on March 19, 2008.  Fellows and staff had Synthes modular hand 
sets and equipment for demonstration and discussion. Synthes has also graciously awarded the Institute an 
unrestricted $2000 educational grant.

Thanks also to Sherry Woods and Brenda Blair for helping to get these courses arranged. 

The Composite Tissue Allotransplantation Update Session - January 14, 2008 
The 2nd Composite Tissue Allotransplantation Update Session was held in conjunction with the ASRM 
Conference on January 14th in Los Angeles, California.  This year the meeting focused on the immunological 
risks of CTA and T regulatory cells and CTA.  Warren Breidenbach, MD was the Program Director and a 
presenter in the panel discussion on “Immunological Risks of CTA”.

The session was well attended and included several prominent leaders in the fi eld of immunology and 
transplantation: Andrew Lee, MD, Chief of the Division of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery and professor of 
surgery at the University of Pittsburgh, Gerhard Opelz, MD, Professor in the Department of Transplantation-
Immunology at the Institute of Immunology, University of Heidelberg, Germany, Carla Baan, MD, Associate 
professor in the Department of General Internal Medicine Erasmus MC, University Medical Center Rotterdam., 
Assia  Eljaafari, MD, PhD, Research Manager at the Immunogenomic Unit of the Hospital E. Herriot and, 
Flavio Vincenti, MD, Clinical Professor of Medicine in the Division of Nephrology in the School of Medicine 
at the University of California San Francisco and  current President of American Society of Transplantation.
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The Louisville CTA team was well represented by: Warren Breidenbach MD, Director of the Louisville 
CTA Program, Christina Kaufman PhD, Executive Director of CMKI, Brenda Blair, RN, MSN, Research 
Manager CMKI, Kadiyala Ravindra, MD, Transplant Surgeon, Gordon Tobin, MD, Director of Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery for the University of Louisville, and Haval Shirwan, PhD, Director of the Molecular 
Immunomodulation Program at the Institute for Cellular Therapeutics at the University of Louisville, and 
Suzanne Ildstad, MD, Director of the Institute for Cellular Therapeutics at the University of Louisville.

There were 9 abstracts presented on a variety of CTA topics representing Louisville, University of Pittsburgh, 
University of Maryland, University of Heidelberg, Germany, Cleveland Clinic, University of Washington and 
Chang Gung University and Medical College, Taipei.  We have extra brochures from the meeting if anyone is 
interested. 

This program was supported in part by the US Army Medical Research and Material Command under Award 
No.W81XWH-07-1-0185.

Special thanks go Brenda Blair, RN, MSN for her impressive organizational skills.  The meeting was excellent; 
and a big part of that was because of Brenda’s hard work. 

Published Manuscripts

News (continued)

M Kapickis, JE Kutz
American Journal of Emergency Medicine, Nov, 2007; 25(9):1084.e3-5
Titanium alloy ring crush injury

L Laurentin, A Goodwin, B Babb, L Scheker 
Journal of Hand Surgery (British), Vol 33E:1, 18-28, 2008.
Study of functional outcomes following implantation of a total DRUJ prosthesis 

Accepted Manuscripts

WC Breidenbach, NR Gonzalez, CL Kaufman, M Klapheke, RG Tobin,VS Gorantla
Jourrnal of Hand Surgery (American)   The fi rst two American hand transplants: Status at eight and six years 
post transplant

Submitted Manuscripts

SH Frey, S Bogdanov, JC Smith, S Watrous, WC Breidenbach
Science
Adaptations to long-standing amputation and allogenic hand transplantation in cortical sensory and motor 
representations of the mature human brain

K Grynwald, CL Kaufman, LJ Goldsmith, SJ McCabe, BT Harter
 Journal of Hand Surgery (American) 
Carpal tunnel syndrome symptoms related to nerve conduction studies in 200 patients
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SubmittedManuscripts (continued)

TM Tsai, L D’Agostino, Y-S Fang, H Tien
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
Compound fl ap from the great toe and vascularized joints from the second toe for post-traumatic thumb 
reconstruction at the level of the proximal metacarpal bone

WC Breidenbach, KV Ravindra, M Marvin, B Blair, J Buell, CL Kaufman
American Journal of Transplantation
Campath 1H Induction Regimen in Clinical Allotransplantation of the Hand: Steroid Free Immunosuppression 
at one year post transplant

Meeting Presentations (continued)

ASRM, January 12-15 2008, Beverly Hills, California 

P Sassu, S Mardini, T Ozyurekoglu, JC Salgado, S Moran, RD Acland
Vascularization of the fl exor hallucis longus muscle and its implication in free fi bula fl ap transfer

The following abstracts have been dually submitted to the American Transplant Congress to be held
May 31- June 4, 2008 in Toronto, Canada, and the International Transplant Society to be held in Sydney, 
Australia in August, 2008. .

CL Kaufman, RN Gonzales, KV Ravindra, B Blair, JF Buell, WC Breidenbach
The role of skin biopsies in diagnosing clinical rejection in hand composite tissue allotransplantation 

WC Breidenbach, KV Ravindra, M Marvin, JF Buell, B Blair, CL Kaufman
Renal function in long term hand transplant recipients: Impact of Tacrolimus and immunosuppression

CL Kaufman, B Blair, KV Ravindra, B Blair, JF Buell, WC Breidenbach
Evaluation and screening of potential hand transplant recipients

K Ravindra, WC Breidenbach, J Buell, ST Ildstad
Prospective analysis of the immunologic profi le of a hand transplant recipient in the fi rst year

K Ravindra, J Buell, CL Kaufman, M Marvin, R Nagubandi, ST Ildstad, B Blair WC Breidenbach 
Alemtuzumab induction in hand transplantation: Progress towards minimizing immunosuppression in 
composite tissue allotransplantation (CTA)

LD Bozulic, D Rahhal, LA Adamsom, W Chow, H Xu, Y Huang, WC Breidenbach
Chimerism within donor bone is suffi cient to promote tolerance to hind-limb allografts.
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Meeting Presentations (continued)

2008 ASSH meeting will be held September 18-20 in Chicago, Illinois
The following abstracts have been submitted:

LR Scheker, L D’Agostino, B Babb, CL Kaufman 
Restoration of strength, comfort and function following irreversible damage to the distal radius ulnar joint by a 
chromium cobalt alloy bipolar prosthesis

SM Thirkannad, MF Rahman, MJ Coffey
Predictors of functional outcome following treatment of distal radius fractures
(also submitted to Resident and Fellows Conference)

SM Thirkannad, MJ Coffey
Topical Silver Sulfadiazine Cream covered with a sterile surgical glove in the treatment of partial and full 
thickness burns of the hand (also submitted to Resident and Fellows Conference)

SM Thirkannad, MJ Coffey
“Stener-like” lesion in the small fi nger
(also submitted to Resident and Fellows Conference and as Poster)

SM Thirkannad, LR Scheker, MJ Coffey
Total distal radio ulnar joint arthroplasty in Madelung’s Deformity 
(also submitted to Resident and Fellows Conference)

SM Thirkannad 
MRI based classifi cation of injuries to the ulnar collateral ligamanet of the thumb metacarpophalangeal joint

SM Thirkannad, A Gupta
Nonunion of scaphoid distal pole fractures

SM Thirkannad, R Burgess
Centralization of radial clubhand by hinged distraction using the Ilizarov method

24th Annual Louisville-Indianapolis-Cincinnati Hand Conference will be held May 23rd in 
Cincinnati
The following abstracts will be presented:

Warren C Breidenbach The three American hand transplantations: current update

Michael J. Coffey Topical silver sulfadiazine cream covered with a sterile surgical glove in the 
treatment of partial and full thickness burns of the hand

Michael J. Coffey Predictors of functional outcome following treatment of distal radial fractures 

Mitsuhiro Okada Anatomical and clinical study: radial approach carpal tunnel release  
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Resources

Meetings Presentations (continued)

Abstract Deadlines

Tuna Ozyurekoglu Four corner fusion using Acutrak screws

Tuna Ozyurekoglu Prevalence of DRUJ injuries in perilunate fracture dislocations
 
Bruce Swearingen   Donor specifi c tolerance induction in an experimental model of Composite Tissue 

Allotransplantation   

Sunil M. Thirkannad  Use of Ilizarov for the correction of radial clubhand 

Sunil M. Thirkannad  DRUJ arthroplasty in Madelung deformity

American Society of Reconstructive Transplantation: April 25th, 2008 deadline
To be held in Philadelphia, PA in July 2008
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/surgery/pme/acrts.html

American Society for Surgery of the Hand: June 1st, 2008 deadline
To be held in Maui, HI, in January 2009
http://www.assh.org

Morning Lecture 
The daily lecture schedule is posted by the elevators on the 8th fl oor. If you have lecture suggestions or have a 
particular subject you would be interested in giving, please talk to Tuna Özyürekoglu, MD.  

Video Library 
Media Services has over 400 educational videos and DVD’s. A complete listing of videos/DVD’s is located 
in the Institute, located in the box next to the fax machine. To check out a video, just fi ll out the request form 
(located with the video list) and place the form in the designated box. Videos requested by 12pm will be 
provided by 4pm, Monday through Friday if available. 

Illustrations 
CMKI has over 2000 illustrations on fi le. We have started a print catalog of available art, which will be kept in 
Dr. Christina Kaufman’s offi ce.  You can use this catalog to look for art for your presentations and publications. 

Photos 
If you need a photograph of a particular injury or procedure, chances are we have it on fi le. Media services have 
over 250,000 slides and approximately 68,000 digital fi les dating back to the 1960’s. Please see Bryan Babb. 




